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HISTORICAL NOTE 

Osceola was t h e  f i r s t  town organized i n  Polk County, Nebraska. 
Located o r i g i n a l l y  about t h r e e  m i l e s  southwest of t h e  present  s i t e  
i n  August, 1870, Osceola w a s  soon removed t o  i ts  present  l o c a t i o n  
near  t h e  geographical cen te r  of t h e  county. The l o c a t i o n  was made 
permanent on October 19, 1871 al though it was not  surveyed and p l a t t e d  
u n t i l  June 1872. In  1871, Osceola became t h e  county s e a t  and t h e  f i r s t  
bu i ld ing  completed i n  t h e  town was t h e  courthouse i n  January 1872. A 
pos t  o f f i c e  was e s t ab l i shed  i n  Junsa 1872. A t  t h i s  d a t e ,  Osceola was a 
terminus of an overland m a i l  r o u t e  from Lincoln v i a  Ulysses.  The 
town w a s  incorporated on August 26, 1881. 

The community i s  named a f t e r  Osceola, Iowa, which, i n  t u r n ,  is 
named a f t e r  t h e  chief  of t h e  Seminole Indian t r i b e  i n  F lor ida .  

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

This  record group c o n s i s t s  of t h e  records of t h e  munic ipa l i ty  of 
Osceola, Nebraska arranged i n  t h r e e  s e r i e s :  (1) Ci ty  Council Proceedings, 
1881-1973; (2) Po l i ce  Records, 1907-1960; and (3) J u s t i c e  Dockets, 1881-1914. 

The bulk of t h i s  record group cons i s t s  of Ci ty  Council Proceedings, 
1881-1973. These records  which r e f l e c t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  dec i s ion  e f f e c t i n g  
t h e  developemnt of Osceola, Nebraska a r e  complete except  f o r  t h e  years  
1928-1959. The Po l i ce  Records r evea l  t h e  a c t i v i t e s  of t h e  Municipal 
po l i ce  department. L i s t ed  a r e  t h e  case  numbers, t h e  names of t h e  
p l a i n t i f f  and defendants ,  f ees ,  proceedings and judgements. The J u s t i c e  
Dockets records cases  be fo re  t h e  J u s t i c e  of t h e  Peace., Included a r e  
t h e  name of t h e  p l a i n t i f f  and defendants ,  docket number, f e e s ,  wi tnesses ,  
and a record of t h e  proceedings. 

These f i l e s  were loaned f o r  microfilming by t h e  Ci ty  Clerk of 
Osceola, Nebraska, through t h e  courtesy of Bernie G i s s l e r  of Stromsburg, 
Nebraska i n  June 1973. 

DESCRIPTION 

f i lm  
SERIES ONE CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 1881-1973 

Roll  1 
Vol. 1 Ci ty  Council Proceedings, August 1881-January 1902 

Roll  l a  
Vol. 2 v v  t, January 1902-April 1907 




